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ness it. When the Senate-chamber was opened on the morn-
ino- of Tuesday, the 26th of January, the galleries, and even the
floor, therefore, were crowded. Ladies were admitted to the seats
of the members, and such was the extraordinary eagerness to hear
Mr. "Webster, that all rules had to give way to the interest and
importance of the occasion. The House of Representatives was
so deserted, that no business could he transacted, although the
Speaker remained in his chair. Every inch of available space
within the Senate-ehanilber, for sitting or standing, was occu-
pied, and the crowd extended out into the lobbies and down the
staircases, far beyond the sound of Mr. Webster's voice. He
has himself said that he " never spoke in the "presence of an
audience so eager and so sympathetic." 1 In truth, that great
assembly, composed of many of the most intelligent and culti-
vated men and women of the land, felt that, on that day, the
Constitution of the United States was on trial.

On this occasion Mr. Webster again had but a single night
in which to make preparation to answer the really important
parts of the preceding speech of his opponent; for that speech
was not concluded until a late hour of the session of the 25th,
and it was on that day that General Hayne made his argument
on the constitutional right of State nullification of the laws of
the United States. Such written preparation as Mr. Webster,
in fact, made for the speech that is called his " Second Speech
on Foote's Eesolution," and which embraces the celebrated
answer to the doctrines of nullification, was made after the
adjournment of the Senate on the 25th, and before the hour of
its assembling on the next day. These notes are also now before
me. Like those which he prepared for the " First Speech on
Foote's Resolution," they are written with great brevity on
common letter-paper, and extend through five sheets. The
printed speech, as reported by a stenographer, fills seventy
pages of the octavo edition of Mr. Webster's Works.4 The notes

1 Correspondence, i., 494.                     this speech, in short-hand, were taken
- It -was reported by Joseph Gales,    by Mr. Gales, the senior editor of the
Esq., the senior editor of the National   National Intelligencer. They were writ-
Intenir/encer, who, aware of the impor-   ten out by another hand, and the report
tanee of the occasion, and being himself    was most remarkably accurate. It was in
an accomplished stenographer, was nn-   the possession of Mr. Webster a part of
willing to intrust this duty to any other   one day for revision, and then the speech
hand. In the memorandum above re-   was sent to the press." I believe the re-
ferred to. Mr. Webster says: " Notes of    port is still in the possession of Mrs. Gales.